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| recall in First Grade when my teacher taught us the song "Over the river and through the woods to Grandfa-
ther's house we go......". | (at the time) actually thought someone had written the song about our tri ps to my
Grandparents' house. | knew it (the song) describedmy feelings about going there.

One of my favorite times of the year to visit was always Thanksgiving. | remember flinging open the dor and
going into the kitchen , looking for Nana and Grand pa. At this time of year, it was chilly enough for them to
keep a roaring fire going in the fireplace. After hugs and greetings, | would run to the fireplace andback up to
the warmth of it. After warming my backside, | woul d turn around and warm up my face and hands. Then |
would investigate the wonderful smells emanating from the stove and oven. Let me see, now.... ahhh ydsThere
was turkey and dressing, sweet potatoes, giblet gray, mashed potato, green beans, corn and fresh craherry
sauce . There is pumpkin pie ( my favorite with lots of fresh whip

cream), pecan pie, coconut pie, and carrot cake.

| remember how the frosty air would sting our faces until we had

rosy cheeks and noses to match as we would play alkinds of

games. We would run back into the kitchen and warm up by the

fireplace for a few minutes, then it was back outside for more

fun with the cousins. The screen door to the kitchen made so

much noise as we would run in or out, | am sure (inretrospect)

that it had to be annoying to the adult members of our families,

but they bore up quite well, considering.

There is so much more | wish | could access from mynemory

banks, but it escapes me, at present. What | can reall though, is

the joy in my childish heart when we made the visit each year.

There was so much to be thankful for: a gathering of uncles, aunts, cousins, grandparents and otherswonder-
fully delicious food: family stories recounted yet again: lots of energetic play among the children: and maybe the
most important of all, a sense of heritage and the continuity of tradition (it still lives on in my me mory). What a
gift to my life it was!
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